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Amendment Dated 1 1/30/2005 Anniirfl*™ > « fto/»it« 

Response to Office ACoo D.«»i 08/30/05 Attorney SSJ:?lia 5 SSo?5? 

REMARKS ' 

Claims 1-20 are pending. Claims 1-20 are rejected. Applicant is amendbg claims II, 10, 
19, and 20. 

Applicant acknowledges withdrawal of objections to the drawings, specif! ation,| and 
claims and of the rejections of claims 1-18 under the judicially created doctrine <»f oLviousiess- 
type double patenting, 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. g 103 

Claims 1-20 are rejected by the Office Action nnder 35 U.S,C. 103(11) a . alleg^idly 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,31M22 (Loftin) in view of "Accouoting land 
Financial Fundamentals for Non Financial Executives" (Rachlin). 

Regarding claim 1, Applicant is amending the claim to include the liatures of 
"partitioning feedback into a plurality of feedback levels, each feedback level cor espodiing 
to a severity level of a response error, the feedback being associated with the accoun iig gdal," 
"evaluating progress toward the goal and providing an appropriate level of feet (back Idiat 
further motivates accompUshment of the accounting goal, the appropriate level of ifeed >ack biing 
$elected ftom the plimlhy of feedbadc levels based on an error severity of an associ^ 
response fiom the student," "dynamically adjusting a selected level of feedback bs sed onl flie m 
progress of the student toward the accounting goal." (Emphasis added.) The ameadmedt is ^ 
supported by the specification as originally filed, e.g., page 14, line 37 - page 16, lin s 10. iThe > 
combination of Loftin and Rachlin fails to even suggest the above features. For exam jle, Lojftin $ 
does not disclose partitioning feedback into a plurality of feedback levels (e.g., prai », polish, ^ 
focus, and redirect). Loftin &ils to teach adjusting a selected level of feedback, e.g., providing ^ 
redirect feedback if a student writes on the wrong subject and dynamically adjusting tl e sele<hed ^ 
level of feedback if the student resubmits a rewritten paper with many errors m one i rea ofithe ^ 
rewritten paper. Moreover, the deficiencies of Loftin are not remedied by Rachlin. Thi s. claiin 1 tJ 
is patentable over Loftin in view of Rachlin. ' 

Applicant is similarly amending claim 10 to include "logic that partitions, feedt ack inio a 
plurality of feedback levels, each feedback level corresponding to a severity level of i respobse 
eiTor, the feedback being associated with the accounting goal," "logic that evaltiate; progjess 
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toward the goal and provides an ^)propriate level of feedback that fuithei motivates 
accompUshment of the accounting goal, the appropriate level of feedback being select id froili the 
plurality of feedback levels based on an otot severity of an associated resrons; fronl the 
student," and ♦logic that dynamically adjusts a selected level of feedback based on t le progress 
of the student toward the accounting goal." Also, AppUcant is similarly amending . laim 19 to 
include the features of "partitioning feedback into a plurality of feedback levels, eac h feedback 
level corresponding to a severity level of a response error, the feedback being associai id with the 
accounting goal." "evaluating progress toward the goal and providing an approprij te levil of 
feedback that further motivates accomplishment of the accounting goal, the appnjpri ite levfcl of 
feedback being selected &om the plurality of ffeedback levels based on an error sev siity o|f an 
associated response fiom the student," and "dynamically adjusting a selected le^'el c ffeedback 
based on the progress of the student toward the accounting goal." Claims 2-9, 11-18, and 20 
ultimately depend from independent claims 1, 10, and 19, respectively. Thus, clain s 2-20 are 
patentable for at least the above reasons. AppUcant requests reconsideration of clai ms -20. i 

Other Amendments 

Applicant is amending claim 20 to consecutively identify the elements with respe<lt to 
independent claim 19. 

It is respectively submitted that the present patent application is in cor ditioni for 
allowance, and a Notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 03 

m 

CO 

Respectfully submitted , 

I 

Date: November 30, 2005 ^6^l^UC^ ^^^ ^^1^^ TO 

Kenneth F. SmoUk C 
Registration No. 44,344 

BANNER 8l WTTCOF F, L m, O 
1 0 S. Wacker Drive, Sttite . 000 § 
Chicago, IL 60606-7407 j 3 

Telephone: 312-463^5000 



Facsimile: 312-463-5001 
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